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Water at Loongeiwuan: A Story of Partici -
pation, Partnership, Patience, Persever -
ance and Provision.

Several years ago, we hosted a group of pastors 
afÞliated with CBF churches led by Dr. Patrick 
Anderson. These visitors agreed with the ex-
pressed need of the Loongeiwuan community for 
a permanent water source at the Loongeiwuan 
Integrated Child Development Center (ICDC) site 
and pledged to supply funds for the drilling of a 
borehole. Fundraising took over a year but even-
tually a borehole was drilled and outÞtted with an 
Afridev hand pump. 

During the testing of the water quality, it was dis-
covered that the borehole water had 20mg/l ßuo-
ride content, whereas the maximum WHO stan-
dard for ßuoride is 1.5 mg/liter. Such high ßuoride 
content leads to ßuorosis which damages teeth, 
bones and brain development. It became neces-
sary for us to construct a de-ßuoridation Þlter to 
remove excess ßuoride from the water in order for 
it to be potable. This Þlter was a small one, 200 
liters, suitable only for the 80 children enrolled in 
the ICDC project. Having instructed the commu-
nity to use the water for washing only, we found 
that since the water was clean and with no nega-

tive taste, community members were disregarding 
our instructions and drinking it anyway. We were 
forced to come up with another plan to protect the 
community from the effects of excess ßuoride and 
yet provide them with water.
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New Solar powered pump and Þlter system



The solution was to remove the hand pump and 
install a centrifugal submersible pump that would 
be powered by solar energy. This would entail 
constructing a water tower for an elevated 10,000 
liter tank from which water would gravity feed into 
a large 4000 liter de-ßuoridation tank suitable for 
the entire community. Such a comprehensive sys-
tem is very expensive and could not have been 
done without the help of the Texas Baptist Offer-
ing for World Hunger. The system now caters for 
the entire community, a primary school and area 
livestock. During commissioning, the Catholic 
Diocese of Nakuru Water Quality Department as-
sisted us with community sensitization regarding 
ßuorosis.

KUTANA
! The post election violence expe-
rienced in Kenya early in the year had 
the effect of causing several of our 
partner groups to cancel or delay  due 
to safety  concerns.  As the situation 
stabilized, however, we were glad to 
resume these interactions that mean so 
much to all participants concerned.

! During September and October, 
groups from Georgia and Missouri vis-
ited partner communities at Wama-
ganga and Ngerenya ICDC locations.  
The energy  and excitement that these 
exchanges create never ceases to 
amaze.  Activities with ICDC children, 
sharing meals in homes, working to-

gether on projects like fencing, in-
stallation of swing sets and tree 
planting, all help to build the kind of 
friendship and mutual admiration 
envisioned by  the ÒKUTANAÓ expe-
rience.

! Without a doubt, our efforts in 
community  development are en-
hanced and enriched by  these 
cross-cultural encounters.  Our 
hope is that the consciousness that 
is created during the course of ÒKU-
TANAÓ will outlive the brevity  of 
these visits and go on to have last-
ing effects in the lives of all partici-
pants.

May it be so!
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School children enjoy clean water at Loongeiwuan



AFRICA EXCHANGE   has three programs through which it seeks to learn from, work 

with and minister to the most neglected in Kenyan society (see africaexchange.org).  Each of these 
programs has speciÞc components that directly relate to Millennium Development Goals  (MDGs) as 
well as to the attendant ÒQuick Wins Ó associated with the MDGs.  Following is a description of how 
these programs relate to particular aspects of MDG fulÞllment:

Programs: Change for Children   ; Kutana  ; Development Initiatives

MDG How our programs relate to particular MDG through ÒQuick WinsÓ or other 
initiatives, especially those associated with our Integrated Child 

Development Centers (ICDC)

1. Eradicate extreme 
poverty and hunger 

Providing free school meals for all children using locally produced foods with 
take-home rations (QW)

Development of community gardens at our ICDC centers
We provide communities with inputs such as drip irrigation kits and 

agroforestry inputs that assist in food production and soil nutrient replenishment

2. Achieve universal 
primary education

Provide nursery and kindergarten education as well as teacher training and 
capacity building at all of our 8 ICDC centers in each province of Kenya

3.Promote gender equality  
and empower women

Insure that 50% of enrollment at each ICDC is girl child

4. Reduce child mortality Providing micronutrient supplement (especially vitamin A) for all children 
(QW)

Providing regular deworming to all children to improve health and educational 
outcomes (QW)

We design community health education programs geared towards nutrition, 
sanitation and clean water at each ICDC unit

5. Improve maternal health Provide iron supplement for pregnant and lactating women

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, 
malaria and other 

diseases

Distributing free, long-lasting, insecticide-treated bed nets to all children in 
malaria-endemic zones to cut decisively the burden of malaria (QW)

Bias enrollment to orphans and children affected by HIV/AIDS
Provide access to childhood immunization schemes

7. Ensure environmental 
sustainability

Provide access to water, sanitation and solar power through the use of 
various appropriate technologies (QW)

Providing community-level support to plant trees to provide soil nutrients, 
fuelwood, shade, fodder, watershed protection, windbreak, and timber (QW)

8. Develop a global 
partnership for 
development

Through intentional partnerships, we are connecting able groups and 
individuals in the privileged West with marginalized communities in sub-
Saharan Africa to produce active and learning partnerships that result in mutual 
understanding, appreciation and assistance.

 

AFRICA EXCHANGE

&
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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Africa Exchange Turns 10!

On June 27 of this year, the Africa 
Exchange Board of Directors con-
vened in Raleigh, NC for two days 
of meeting.  Among other things we 
celebrate ten years since the found-
ing of Africa Exchange.  

¥David Burroughs - chairperson
¥Dr. Howard Brown
¥Sam Harrell - executive director
¥Melody Harrell - secretary
¥Paul Knott - treasurer
¥Beth McMahon - vice president
¥Pete Ondeng
¥Dr. Paul Robinson
¥Dr. Douglas Waruta
¥Rev. Angie Weston

We have been tremendously 
blessed by the dedication and sac-
riÞce of so many who have enabled 
Africa Exchange to be an effective 
and vital organization.

Kenya Update

All of you are aware of the post 
election violence that swept Kenya 
in the early part of this year.  Thank-
fully, we are in a better place as of 
this writing.  However, thousands of 
internally displaced still reside in 
camps and much remains to be 
done politically to effect the reforms 
necessary to prevent a similar oc-
currence.  

It is evident that some tough times 
are ahead as justice is sought for 
those that have suffered needlessly.  
Our hope is that the the coalition 
government will have the foresight 
and fortitude necessary to make the 
difÞcult choices necessary to pave 
the way for a more stable and inclu-
sive society.  Your prayers are al-
ways needed.

The work of Africa Exchange is 
made possible in large part due to 
the support that we receive from the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF).  

Each year, the Offering for Global 
Missions sustains the important 
work of Þeld personnel around the 
world.  Please consider giving to the 
OGM this year so that we can con-
tinue the good work that we are 
doing.  Make your online donation 
by clicking below:

CBF OGM 

Africa Exchange 
Gift Catalogue

This Christmas (or at any time of 
year for that matter!), you might 
wish to consider giving an inten-
tional gift to partner communities in 
Kenya through Africa Exchange.  
Gifts are meant to meet the needs 
of communities where we have 
constructed Integrated Child Devel-

opment Centers.  A number of the 
gifts listed are meant to help  com-
munities on the road to sustainabil-
ity.

Click the link below to download the 
catalogue and then follow the in-
structions to make an online dona-
tion.

Download Gift Catalogue

As always, your gifts are tax de-
ductible. 

in Africa,  

Africa Exchange

P.O. Box 63 - Village Market

00621 Nairobi, Kenya

in the USA,

2346 Hampden Row
Rockville, Va 23146

USA

info@africaexchange.org

www.africaexchange.org
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Attending Board Members 

http://www.africaexchange.org
https://www.thefellowship.info/Give/Donate
https://www.thefellowship.info/Give/Donate
http://www.africaexchange.org/documents/GiftCatalog_lo.pdf
mailto:harrell@africaexchange.org?subject=email%20subject
mailto:harrell@africaexchange.org?subject=email%20subject
http://www.africaexchange.org

